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Editor’s Snippets 
April 2020 

This is an abbreviated newsletter written under somewhat different 
circumstances, sitting at home wondering when we will be let out! 

From the standpoint of the monthly club meetings, there is obviously no meeting 
this month, and in all likelihood, next month as well. I also need to inform WGMC 
members that the university has informed us that student lectures will be done 
remotely for the second quarter and the earliest that lectures in classrooms 
might resume is in the second semester after the mid-year recess. The important 
implication of this is that we will probably not be permitted to meet (assemble) 
for monthly club meetings in our usual venue until lectures are resumed and 
lecture halls are once again allowed to be occupied. I will keep members informed 
as it therefore appears our next club meeting might only be in August. 

Bruce Cairncross 
WGMC Newsletter Editor 
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT!!!! 
$$$$$$$$ 

In the Past, some WGMC members have paid their annual membership 
fees in cash at one of the monthly meetings. Due to the costs of 

depositing cash and risks involved with handling cash, ALL 
membership fees MUST now be paid via EFT directly into the Club 

Account.  

VERY IMPORTANT: You must use your name as the EFT reference 

otherwise the Treasurer will not know who has paid their fees! 

�  

MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR 2020 
• Main/Family Members, R250 – The main member may include a spouse or family member to 

join them at meetings. Kindly note that the family member has no voting rights at meetings. 

• Pensioner member (over the age of 65), R150 

• Student member, R90 – Member between the ages of 16 and 23, still at school, or holds a 

student card at a registered university. 

Electronic payments can be made to: 

Standard Bank Cheque Account 
Branch code 006305 
Account number 200551744 



Mineral Scene 

Erythrite from Kruisrivier cobalt mine, Bushveld Complex, South Africa 

Bruce Cairncross and Maria Atanasova 

I’ve been granted permission from the Editor of Geobulletin, the quarterly news bulletin of the 
Geological Society of South Africa, to reprint some mineral articles I’ve written for them over the 

years.  

(This article was published in the Geological Society of South Africa’s Geobulletin and is reprinted her 
with permission of the Editor) 

The Kruisrivier cobalt mine is situated in the Groblersdal district north of Loskop Dam, approximately 
180 km northeast of Johannesburg and has been known for over 100 years (Beck, 1907; Mellor, 1907). 
Although a few, small cobalt deposits exist in South Africa, Kruisrivier was the only one to be 
commercially exploited, albeit some time ago. The mine was operated in the early 1870s although this 
was sporadic and ceased in 1931 (Reeks, 1996). Hammerbeck (1976) further states that in the early 
mining days (1886) 143 tons of hand-cobbed ore averaging 15.34% cobalt and 68 grams per ton gold 
was exported from Kruisrivier. 

From a geological standpoint, the host rocks to the cobalt mineralization occur in the Upper Zone of the 
Rustenburg Layered Suite. Early workers described the country rock variably as felsite, norite, quartz-
feldspathic sandstone and gabbro, and the geographic closeness of the Rooiberg Group felsite and 
Pretoria Group quartzite might explain this confusion. The mineralisation consists of thin veins 
containing ore minerals that run parallel to the contact between norite and quartzite (Hammerbeck, 
1976). 

From a mineralogical standpoint, primary sulphides and secondary mineral phases exist at Kruisrivier, 
most as microminerals (Atanasova et al., 2016). The main cobalt-bearing minerals are cobaltite, 
heterogenite, safflorite, skutterudite and erythrite. It is the latter species that is the feature of this 
Mineral Scene. Specimens of erythrite can still be collected from the old mine dumps today and 
although they are mainly small specimens, they are nonetheless spectacularly photogenic. Where 
prismatic habits are found, and these are rare, they occur as flattened monoclinic prismatic crystals 
either aligned in parallel rows or radiating out as stellate groups several centimetres in diameter. 
However, it is the radiating “puff balls” of erythrite that form the most attractive specimens. These occur 
as either isolated aggregates on the matrix or can be clustered together into groups. The three 
dimensionality of the Kruisrivier erythrite combined with the very attractive bright pink colour, produce 
one of the most iconic South African microminerals. 
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Figure Captions 

!  

Figure 1. A cluster of stellate erythrite crystals on matrix, Kruisrivier cobalt mine. The field of view is 10 
mm. Bruce Cairncross collection and photograph. 

!  



Figure 2. SEM image of Kruisrivier erythrite. Bar scale is 20 microns. Maria Atanasova image. 

!  

Figure 3. Erythrite crystals from Kruisrivier. Wolf Windsich specimen and photograph. The field of view 
is 3.10 mm. 

		

General Club Information 
CLUB MEETINGS (Temporarily Suspended) 

The club meets every last Wednesday of each month at 19h30, excluding December, at the 
University of Johannesburg, Auckland Park, Department of Geology, Second Floor, Room 215G. Use 
the entrance off Ditton Road, the building is directly opposite the mentioned entrance and parking is 
available to the left (limited) or around the turning circle to the right (plenty available). You will have to 
go through security and announce that you are coming to a meeting venue in the Geology 
Department. We welcome all visitors. Tea, coffee, and biscuits are available at a donation of R5.00. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2020 
The following club members were re-elected at the AGM on the 27th of February 2019. Your 2019 
committee members are: 
Chairman  Vacant 
Vice chairman Stephen Gomersall 082 774 0746 gomersall@powermite.co.za    
Treasurer  Jono Hotz  082 444 9628           jonohotz@gmail.com 
Secretary  William Black     william55@telkomsa.net   

LIBRARY 
The club has a range of mineral books and magazines which could be taken from the Library. The 
club also subscribes to the highly respected, award-winning Mineralogical Record. Kindly note that 
Massimo has again accepted to be the club’s librarian for 2019. For more information on the books 
and magazines available, please contact him on 082 372 0328 or mass@thefacetingstudio.co.za. 
Should you have any books (old or new) or DVD’s on minerals, geology or lapidary that you wish to 
donate to the library, please contact our Librarian to donate. 
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FOSAGAMS AND CLUBS CONTACT DETAILS 
 FOR UPDATES ON THESE, SEE THE FOSAGAMS WEBSITE 

FOSAGAMS has a website, which provides information about all the affiliated clubs, outings, back 
issues of the magazine, gallery of photos of outings and many more. For more information on the 

hobby, browse the following link http://www.fosagams.com/  
You can also follow them on facebook, twitter and toeter. 

FOSAGAMS: 
President: Linda Stone: ! 082 598 9117 " president@fosagams.co.za  
Vice-president: Jannie Swart:  ! 082 212 8975  " vicepresident@fosagams.co.za  
Secretary: Sonja Smit:  ! 074 288 6019 "  FOSAGAMSsecretary@gmail.com  
 Treasurer: Marietjie van Zyl:  ! 076 721 8261 " treasurer@fosagams.co.za  
Editor: Cherylynn O’Brien ! 082 612 8040 " editor@fosagams.co.za  
Cape Town Gem and Mineral Club: 
Chairman: Malcolm Jackson: ! 073 178 8123 " jacksonhome@telkomsa.net  
Secretary: Jo Wicht: ! 082 934 7922 " Joanna.wicht@kingsley.co.za 
 Newsletter editor: Jo Wicht: ! 082 934 7922 " Joanna.wicht@kingsley.co.za 
 Kimberley Lapidary Club: 
Chairman: Ludi von Bezing: ☎ 053 861 1075 " vbezing@intekom.co.za  
Namibia (Walvis Bay) 
Chairman: Gerhard Louw: ☎ 002 6464 207 004 " gv.louw@gmail.com  
Natal Mineral and Gem Society: 
Chairman: Vacant:    
Secretary: Renee Hadfield: ! 072 246 5438 " reneehad@hotmail.com  
Newsletter editor: Sharon Angus: ! 082 512 4016 " natalmineralandgemsociety@gmail.com 
Nelspruit Gem and Mineral Club: 
Chairman: Paul Vermaak: ! 082 871 0712 " pjvermaak@shoprite.co.za  
Newsletter editor: Paul Vermaak: ! 082 871 0712 " pjvermaak@shoprite.co.za  
Pietermaritzburg Gem and Mineral Club: 
Spokesperson: Craig A’Bear: ! 082 818 4204 " abearcraig2@gmail.com  
Secretary: Marietjie van Zyl: ! 076 721 8261 " MARIETJIEV@feralloys.co.za   
Newsletter editor: Janet Carboni: ! 083 266 5944 " carbonijanet@gmail.com  
Pretoria Gem and Mineral Club: 
Chairman: Willem Vorster: ! 076 612 4888 " wcs.vorster@gmail.com  
Secretary: Vacant:   
Newsletter editor: Heidi Naude: ! 072 923 2180 "  pgmcnewsletter@gmail.com  
Richtersveld Gem and Mineral Club: 
Chairman: Werner Smit: ! 074 288 6019 " wersonsrus@gmail.com  
Secretary: Sonja Smit: ! 074 288 6019 " FOSAGAMSsecretary@gmail.com  
Newsletter editor: Beatrix Fourie "  btrixfourie@gmail.com  

SOUTH AFRICAN MICRO-MOUNT SOCIETY 
Alison Rose   samicromount@gmail.com 
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ADVERTS 

If you are a club member and you wish to advertise your mineral or related type business, please 
email the editor your details/advert layout to publish it in the monthly newsletter.  

DISCLAIMER 

If you have received this email in error, or wish to be added/removed from our mineral related mailing 
list, please reply to brucec@uj.ac.za with SUBSCRIBE or UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line. 

AT THE END 

Thank you for taking the time to read the WGMC newsletter. Remember that if you have something to 
add or share with your fellow rock hounds please feel free to email the details to brucec@uj.ac.za 

Bruce Cairncross 
Wits Gem & Mineral Club Editor 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 
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https://www.ebay.com/str/sahotrocks/ 
  

https://www.ebay.com/str/sahotrocks/
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Cornelia Voigt 

www.kalaharitreasures.com 
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