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GEMBOREE 2020 AT CLARENS
Thursday April 9 to Monday April 13 2020

The Pietermaritzburg Gem and Mineral Club will be hosting the Gemboree at the picturesque Clarens.
Some of South Africa's most memorable sights will be visited. The area has an unique geology such
as the Drakensberg lava, Clarens sandstone, red and purple rock of the Elliot formation, flecked
mudstone and blue and grey shale of the Molteno formation – some of which can be viewed at your
own leisure.
The club is geared up and ready to present an action
packed programme.
There are still some accommodation options available
that can be viewed in Communique III. The directions to
Clarens can also be found here.
The closing date for registration is Friday
March 13, 2020.
Kindly contact the Gemboree team for further information
at gemboree2020@gmail.com
Looking forward to see all of you at Clarens!!
All photos: Zani van Zyl (Bloemfontein)
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FOSAGAMS' TOUR TO NAMIBIA
Namibia and the northern parts of the Northern Cape will always be a popular destination and a
must see for all! With its magnificent scenery, abundant wildlife and sought after minerals, it is
obvious why the rockhounds keep returning.
The tour will kick off at Kakamas on Saturday 18 July 2020 and will end at Onseepkans on Friday 31
July.
Malcolm Jacson will lead the tour and will cover the northern parts of the Northern Cape as well as
the southern parts of Namibia.
Be on the lookout for our next FOSAGAMS newsletter (2 2020) as more details regarding the tour
will be published.

THE CLOSING DOWN OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN GEM AND MINERAL CLUB (PE)
We sadly regret the close down of the South African Gem and Mineral Club. Losing them is a great
loss and we trust that the interest and passion for this hobby will rekindle somewhere in the near
future.
It has always been a pleasure working with the club and we wish them the best on the road ahead.
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FOSAGAMS FACEBOOK: @FOSAGAMS SAFVSEMV

Screenshot: Dylan Trent

The FOSAGAMS Facebook was revamped by Dylan Trent and is being administered by
Marietjie van Zyl.
We would love to accept a virtual friendship in able to see and interact with FOSAGAMS. All
you likeminded rockhounds can ingage in activities and announcements revolving around
gems and minerals.
The Facebook allows people who are not friends or associated in any way to access this
shop front and look through the 'glass window'.
It will also be appreciated if the clubs can update us on your news. You can send updates as
to what you are getting up to.
This will also allow people to learn about where they can get involved.

The Facebook is a wonderful way to expand the FOSAGAMS' community to the world.
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HOW TO IDENTIFY METEORITES

Most meteorites have a black fusion crust caused by
melting due to friction as the object passes through
atmosphere.

FUSION CRUST

ATTRACTION TO MAGNET

Most meteorites are attracted to a magnet and this is
one of the most useful tests.

REGMAGLYPTS

Regmaglypts are unusual thumbprint patterns that
are found on many meteorites.

LIPPING

Lipping is a distinguishing feature that is found
mainly on oriented meteorites.

FLOW LINES

Flow lines are most common on oriented meteorites

NEUMANN LINES

Neumann lines are most common in the low- nickel
iron meteorites called hexahedrites.

WIDMANSTATTEN LINES

Widmanstatten lines are evident after etching in most
meteorites with a medium nickel content.

DENSITY

Most meteorites are denser than normal rocks due to
their high iron content.
Some meteorites exbibit an unusual shape due to
their stable flight pattern as they pass through the
atmosphere, and are termed ‘orientated’.

SHAPE

VISIBLE IRON WHEN CUT

Visible iron/nickel is very evident inside many
meteorites when they are cut and polished.

According to the South African heritage act No. 26 of 1999 no South African meteorites may be
collected, removed, exported, traded, bought or sold without a permit by the South African Heritage
Agency. This also applies to meteorites from Namibia and Botswana.
Ronnie McKenzie, internationally renowned authority in the field of meteorites, has submitted a most
interesting article in the next SAGM. Be sure to get your copy!
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The market for gemstones is large and thriving. For evidence of this, just check-out the many
videos of the gemstone fair at Tucson Arizona every year.
What's missing in this market is its ethics.
The stones are very often sourced through artisanal miners who lack the basics needed to live a
decent life. The mining is also very often done in hazardous circumstances which bring death,
disease and injury to the women, men and children involved.
Many mined stones are then shipped raw, to distant countries where they are cut and polished in
lapidaries that employ people, often children and the vulnerable poor, to do this work using forms of
servitude, slavery or oppressively low wages.
The stones are brought to market in the global North and sold to people who love them for their
colours, shapes and shine. Many use the stones in spiritual practices or assign healing properties
to them.
What healing can a stone whose mining, shipping and shining costs so much misery?
What we need is a system that brings ethics into the value chain. That is what the Prieska Protocol
(www.prieskaprotocol.org ) does. Together every part of the vertical value chain engages in a
dialogue to pre-distribute the final selling price of the gemstones sold under the Protocol.
Gemstones bought under the Prieska Protocol may look the same as other. These bring humans
flourishing.
Find out how you can join the ethical gemstone revolution. Contact Douglas Racionzer on
douglas@racionzer.net

Kind regards
See all of you at Clarens!
Linda Stone
President FOSAGAMS
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